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About Children of the Valley

Children of the Valley was founded in 2006 by 

local school teachers, clergy, law enforcement, 

and other community members to provide safe 

and compassionate a�er-school support to under-

resourced children in Skagit Valley. 

Today, we work in partnership with the Mount Vernon, 

Sedro-Woolley, Burlington-Edison, and Conway school 

districts to serve students K-8 referred by an educator 

for exhibiting substantial personal or academic need. 

We currently operate four sites with a total of 11 

classrooms.

Free to the families and students we serve, our 

program is guided by our five Cornerstones of Care: 

academic assistance, social-emotional learning, 

enrichment activities, family support, and 

mentorship. 
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Our Mission

Children of the Valley serves under-resourced children 

and their families by valuing their cultural identity and 

empowering them through education, personal growth, 

and mentorship.

Our Vision

Our vision is to empower children to dream big by 

providing a positive life-changing experience that gives 

them the skills and confidence to fulfill their greatest 

potential.

Share this  

Impact Report! 

covmv.org/impact-report

A free referral-based a�er-school program for 
under-resourced students in grades K-8

Contents
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Dear COV Partners,

As we reflect on this past year at Children of the Valley, we are reminded that 

meaningful change doesn’t happen overnight. It starts small—like a seed. With 

care, nourishment, and the right environment, that seed grows roots, stretches 

toward the light, and eventually flourishes. This has been the heart of our 

mission for 19 years: planting seeds of hope, confidence, and opportunity 

in the lives of local children and watching as those seeds grow into strong, 

resilient young leaders who upli� our entire community.

In these pages, you’ll see how that growth takes shape across the lifespan of a 

child. We’ve organized this year’s report to follow the journey of our students—

from elementary school through middle school, into high school and college 

mentorship programs, and finally to our alumni. We believe it’s important to 

show not just what we do, but how each stage of support builds upon the last, 

creating long-lasting impact for both the children we serve and the community 

around them.

You’ll read about our expanded middle school programming, including our new 

a�er-school bike club. You’ll hear stories of high school and college students 

stepping into mentorship roles, many of them aspiring educators, gaining 

invaluable hands-on experience while investing in the next generation. And, 

you’ll see how volunteers—retirees, working professionals, and former program 

participants—find purpose and connection by nurturing these young lives.

At Children of the Valley, our impact doesn’t stop with a child’s graduation 

from our program. It ripples outward as those young people grow into 

adults who give back, and as volunteers and mentors discover meaning and 

belonging in service. Together, we are not only shaping individual lives—we are 

cultivating a stronger, more compassionate community.

Thank you for your ongoing belief in the power of community care. It is because 

of your generosity, time, and heart that these seeds continue to grow.

With gratitude,

Flora Lucatero  |  Executive Director 

flora@covmv.org  (360) 982-2399

2025-2026 

Board of Directors

Dylan Sicklesteel 

Board Chair

Dwight Nelson 

Secretary

Carlos Flores 

Treasurer

Erica Gaona 

Parent Liaison

Board Members

Brad Bergfalk 

Steven Mowat 

Aaron Starkovich

Dr. Victor Vergara

Monica Vivanco

Advisory Board

Beth Ashley

Mary Nolte 

Ken Wagner

Dylan Sicklesteel  |  Board Chair
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Elementary Program

Planting a Strong Foundation

At Children of the Valley, we know that early intervention makes a lasting di�erence. Guided 

by our five Cornerstones of Care—academic assistance, social-emotional learning, enrichment 

activities, family support, and mentorship—COV provides daily a�er-school support designed 

to nurture the whole child. From homework help and tailored tutoring to creative activities, 

mentorship, and basic needs support for families, our program helps students build a strong 

foundation that carries them confidently into middle school and beyond.

85	 Student Capacity

87 	 Students Served

82 	 Families Served

Our Sites

Mount Vernon

Bethany Covenant Church, est. 2006

Serves Je�erson Elementary, Madison Elementary, 

Harriet Rowley Elementary, Centennial Elementary, 

and Little Mountain Elementary

Washington Elementary, est. 2021

Serves Washington Elementary

Sedro-Woolley

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, est. 2022

Serves Central Elementary, Evergreen Elementary, 

and Mary Purcell Elementary

Burlington

West View School, est. 2022

Serves West View School, Lucille Umbarger School, 

and Allen School

30	 Student Capacity

33 	 Students Served

27 	 Families Served

30	 Student Capacity

40 	 Students Served

23 	 Families Served

30	 Student Capacity

41 	 Students Served

26 	 Families Served
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9% 5%

Who We Serve

Students with substantial personal or 

academic needs are referred to our program 

by educators in our partner school districts.

Student Ethnicity

86%

Hispanic/LatinX 

Caucasian 

Other

Why it Matters

We believe every child deserves to feel seen, valued, 

and supported. Understanding the diverse backgrounds 

of our students helps us create culturally responsive 

programs that honor their identities and experiences.

Migrant Students

63%

Migrant 

Non-Migrant

Why it Matters

Migrant families o�en face unique challenges, including 

frequent moves, language barriers, and limited access 

to consistent educational support. By serving migrant 

children, we help provide stability, connection, and 

opportunity where it’s needed most.

37%

A child who, within the past 36 months, moved to a 

new location either to work or join a parent/guardian 

working as a migratory farmworker or fisher.

Unhoused Students

Why it Matters

Children without stable housing face increased risks 

in education, health, and emotional well-being. By 

identifying and supporting unhoused students,  

we ensure they have a safe place to learn, grow,  

and belong.

Children who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate 

nighttime residence.

97%

Unhoused  

Housed 

3%

Low Income Students

Why it Matters

Families experiencing financial hardship o�en lack 

access to safe a�er-school care, academic resources, 

and enrichment opportunities. Knowing how many of 

our students qualify for free or reduced lunch highlights 

the vital role COV plays in leveling the playing field.

100%

Children who 

qualify for free or 

reduced lunch. 
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“Without COV’s homework help or 

social-emotional lessons, my students 

wouldn’t be as comfortable with 

themselves as they are now.” 

— 2nd Grade Teacher, 

West View Elementary

Nurturing Young Minds, One 
Lesson at a Time

Academic Assistance

Academic support is more than tutoring—it’s about 

igniting curiosity and a love for learning. In partnership 

with our school district teachers, we tailor academic 

support to meet each child’s individual needs,  

helping them build on core curriculum and grow as 

engaged learners.

Daily Academic Support at COV

Each COV student receives one hour of structured 

academic support every day, guided by ongoing 

communication with their classroom teacher.

•	 30 minutes of reading support

•	 30 minutes of tailored tutoring and homework help

•	 Academic games and learning activities

Curriculum & Tools

We use high-quality, evidence-based curricula to meet 

students where they’re at:

•	 American Reading Curriculum (ARC) to support 

reading comprehension and literacy growth at 

Mount Vernon sites.

•	 Levered Math—a new adaptive program piloted 

this spring in our Mount Vernon sites, now being 

expanded to all of our 3rd-5th grade students. The 

platform meets learners at their current level and 

supports independent, paced progress.

Elementary Program

2024-2025 Student Growth Data

Reading (K–5): 

60%    
made equal or greater growth in reading than their 

academic peers nationwide.

Math (Grades 2–5): 

64%
made equal or greater growth in math than their 

academic peers nationwide.

While this data reflects only the MVSD portion of our 

student population, it o�ers a strong indicator of the 

positive academic impact COV provides across all 

districts we serve.

92% Attendance—Exceeding District 

and National Benchmarks

Students who miss more than 10% of the school 

year (18 days) are at greater risk of falling behind 

academically and socially. Since COVID, Mount Vernon 

School District (MVSD) attendance rates have been 

lower, but COV students in MVSD are exceeding the 

mark—averaging 92% regular attendance, compared 

to the district’s 86% and above the 90% national 

benchmark for regular attendance.

Above-Average Growth in Reading 

and Math

For COV students in MVSD, Student Growth Percentile 

(SGP) data shows above-average progress compared to 

peers nationwide:

6
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“I feel that the consistency, positivity, and the 

opportunities COV brings to these students' lives is 

incredible, and I feel the COV student in my class is a great 

example of how much positive growth comes from COV!” 

— Kindergarten Teacher, Centennial Elementary

Want to Support COV 

Children’s Enrichment? 

Shop our Amazon Wish List!

Field Trips & Hands-On Learning

•	 Exploring Bowman Bay with Salish Sea School

•	 Picking pumpkins at Schuh Farms

•	 Touring Western Washington University and  

Skagit Valley College

•	 Weekly activities with Mount Vernon Library Commons, 

Central Skagit Library, and Burlington Public Library 

•	 Hiking & archery with Scouts of America at Fire Mountain

•	 Visiting the Children’s Museum of Skagit County

•	 Participating in a music workshop with Skagit Symphony

“They are more focused, work on 

calming down when escalated, and 

make good choices when conflicts arise 

between themselves and peers.” 

—2nd Grade Teacher, 

Evergreen Elementary

Rooted in Resilience, Growing  
Through Exploration

Social-Emotional Learning

Growing Resilient Roots

At COV, we believe emotional well-being is the foundation for 

lifelong learning. Many of our students face challenges beyond the 

classroom, and social-emotional learning equips them with tools 

to navigate those experiences with strength and empathy. From 

naming emotions to building relationships and solving problems, 

we create nurturing spaces where children grow with confidence, 

compassion, and resilience.

Enrichment Activities

Cultivating Curiosity 

Learning at COV extends far beyond the school day. Many 

of the children we serve haven’t had access to enriching 

experiences like visiting a museum, hiking in the woods, 

or exploring the arts. Through our whole-child approach, 

enrichment activities provide new avenues for discovery, 

expression, and joy. These moments foster creativity, build 

real-world knowledge, improve fine motor skills, and help 

children connect more deeply with their community—and 

with themselves.

7
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Growing Confidence Beyond 
the Classroom

In January 2025, we launched our Middle School Bike Club 

in partnership with Cascade Bicycle Club—an important step 

in COV’s plan for vertical expansion and continuity of care. This 

program bridges the gap between elementary and high school, 

ensuring students continue receiving support during the 

critical middle school years.

Through hands-on lessons in bike safety, maintenance, cycling 

laws, and the benefits of active transportation, students 

build practical skills and confidence. Those who complete 

the program can even earn a bike of their own. Beyond bike 

education, participants also receive homework help, healthy 

snacks, and enrichment activities that foster connection, 

opportunity, and growth.

Requirements for Students to Earn a Bike:

The Children of the Valley Bicycle Club is supported with funding from Washington’s Climate Commitment Act. The CCA supports 

Washington’s climate action e�orts by putting cap-and-invest dollars to work reducing climate pollution, creating jobs, and improving 

public health. Information about the CCA is available at www.climate.wa.gov.

Middle School Program: 6th-8th Grade

Total Students 

Served

31

How Many Students

Earned A Bike

27

1.	 Maintain 80% attendance and be an active member 

of the Bike Club.

2.	 Create a presentation about how biking impacts 

you and your community.

3.	 Maintain passing grades.

4.	 Show up with a positive attitude and be ready to try 

new things.

5.	 Volunteer or do community service during Bike 

Club hours.

MVSD: LaVenture, Mt. Baker 

BESD: Allen, Lucille Umbarger, Westview

SWSD: Cascade (Fall 2025)

Middle Schools Served

CHILDREN OF THE VALLEY  IMPACT REPORT 2025

Serving Mount Vernon, Burlington-Edison, 

and Sedro-Woolley school districts.
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Volunteer with Us! 

covmv.org/bicycle-club

39%

6%

Student Ethnicity

55%

Hispanic/LatinX 

Caucasian 

Native Hawaiian  
or Pacific Islander 

Other

Why it Matters

We believe every child deserves to feel seen, valued, 

and supported. Understanding the diverse backgrounds 

of our students helps us create culturally responsive 

programs that honor their identities and experiences.

Low Income Students

Why it Matters

Families experiencing financial hardship o�en lack 

access to safe a�er-school care, academic resources, 

and enrichment opportunities. Knowing how many of 

our students qualify for free or reduced lunch highlights 

the vital role COV plays in leveling the playing field.

100%

Children who 

qualify for free or 

reduced lunch. 

6%

Who We Serve

Students with substantial personal or 

academic needs are referred to our program 

by educators in our partner school districts.

Social-Emotional Growth

A�er completing the Middle School Bike Club, students 

showed notable growth in social-emotional skills, based 

on surveys taken before and a�er the program. These 

improvements reflect how the program fosters empathy, 

teamwork, and persistence:

•	 17% more reported that other people’s feelings matter 

to them

•	 18% more said they encourage peers who are struggling

•	 26% more said they work hard to solve problems

Field Trips & Hands-On Learning

Students put their new cycling skills to the test with rides 

to various destinations—including learning how to load 

their bikes onto a Skagit Transit bus for longer adventures.

•	 Training at Endurance Climbing Gym

•	 Visits to Mount Vernon Library Commons and 

Burlington Public Library

•	 Rides to local parks: Bakerview, Hillcrest, Kulshan Trail, 

Lions Club, Skagit Playfields etc.

39%
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Mentorship

Cultivating the Next  
Generation of Leaders

At Children of the Valley, mentorship doesn’t end when 

students leave our classrooms. By staying connected 

through volunteering, internships, scholarships, and 

career pathways, COV graduates and community members 

have the chance to both learn and give back. This cycle of 

support ensures that seeds of hope planted in childhood 

grow into confidence, leadership, and a lasting impact on 

the next generation.

Mentoring Middle School & High School Students

Our teen volunteers receive comprehensive training and monthly workshops 

designed to prepare them for the workforce. From resume building to interview 

skills, we equip young people with tools for success.

 

Recipients pictured le� to right.

Carly Deyo - Volunteer from MV 

Lucia Rodriguez - Volunteer from MV 

Eliza Diaz - COV Alumni

Danat Matias   

Volunteer from Burlington

Lizbeth Camarena-Valadez   

Volunteer from MV

Jade Bautista   

Volunteer from SW

Ava Flores   

COV Employee

Inspiring Students to Dream Big

Launched in 2024, the COV Dream Big Scholarship 

supports program graduates, sta�, and volunteers in 

pursuing higher education. Congratulations to our 

2025 scholarship recipients!

CHILDREN OF THE VALLEY  IMPACT REPORT 202510
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My internship with COV had a big impact on how I 

approach my community work today. It helped me 

grow as a communicator and leader, and it showed 

me how small e�orts—like creating space for 

learning—can lead to real change.

“

Guiding Aspiring Educators with 
Work-based Learning 

Through partnerships with Skagit Valley College (SVC) and 

Western Washington University (WWU), COV is helping 

shape the future of education.

Starting at COV through Compass 2 Campus was 

an amazing experience. It helped me build strong 

relationships with students and sta�, and gave me a 

deep appreciation for the challenges our students face. It 

fueled my passion for education and community service 

which made me want to take on a more committed 

role. Working as a teacher at COV was the beginning of 

a journey that led me to where I am today—as a proud 

employee of the school district.

“

•	 With SVC’s Maestros Para el Pueblo program, 

students gain work-based experience and employment 

opportunities. 

•	 In 2024, SVC launched its Nurturing Relationships 

early childhood education course at COV, equipping 

future educators with skills in child development, 

safety, and culturally responsive teaching.

•	 Through WWU’s Compass 2 Campus program, aspiring 

educators volunteer in our classrooms for hands-on 

experience. 

•	 Since 2021, COV has also welcomed WWU Human 

Services interns—several of whom now serve on sta�.

Providing New Graduates with Career Pathways

Many COV alumni, interns, and volunteers return as sta� because of the meaningful experiences they’ve had here.

COV sta� have provided our students with a rare and 

valuable opportunity to engage directly with children 

in an a�er-school setting, deepen understanding of 

children's needs, systemic challenges, and apply our 

HSP curriculum directly to the field of human services.

Christina Van Wingerden, PhD 

Academic Program Director/Human Services Program, 

Western Washington University

CHILDREN OF THE VALLEY  IMPACT REPORT 2025

Melissa Alonso  

Former WWU Human Services 

Intern and current Lead Activity 

Coordinator of the COV Bike Club

Cyntia Castro  

Former Compass 2 Campus participant, 

COV sta�, current Migrant Graduation 

Specialist at Mount Baker Middle School

“
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Family Support

Growing Stronger Together

Just as children thrive when nurtured, families flourish 

when supported. At COV, we walk alongside families to 

understand their unique needs and provide meaningful 

help—from housing and utilities to school supplies and 

community resources. Together, we create stability that 

allows children to grow and families to rise.

How did you learn about COV?

Miss Adriana told me about the program and 

said that my daughter, Mariana, was a perfect 

candidate for the a�er-school program. She was 

referred by the school counselor and her teacher.

How has COV helped your daughter and family?

This program has many positive aspects. They 

have helped my daughter overcome her fears of 

learning, reading, and speaking in English. During 

the winter, my husband was laid o� from his job 

for a while, and COV helped us with financial 

support to pay one month’s rent. We are very 

grateful for that.

Here are just a few of the events we organized with 

community partners to support COV families this year. 

•	 Utilities assistance with Puget Sound Energy

•	 Monthly workshops with Skagit Foundation for 

Academic Endeavors (FAE) 

•	 Annual Dream Big Skagit Valley College field trip and 

resource fair

Family Spotlight

The Hernandez Orellana family has been part 

of COV’s Washington Elementary location for 

one year. We recently asked them about their 

experience with COV.

What impact have you seen in your daughter since 

attending COV? 

The positive impact COV has had on my daughter Mariana 

is that she is a very quiet girl, and it usually takes her time 

to feel comfortable with others. This program has given her 

self-confidence to speak, express herself in English, make new 

friends, and read in English at a kindergarten level. We are not 

from here—we are from El Salvador—and she has learned so 

much in such a short time.

100% of Families Said YES

•	 COV has made a positive impact on their child

•	 COV has supported their child’s social-emotional growth

•	 COV has strengthened their child’s academic growth

*Based on responses from COV family surveys

CHILDREN OF THE VALLEY  IMPACT REPORT 202512
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Volunteers

Volunteer Spotlight

Volunteers help nurture confidence, connection, and care. Whether they’re 

preparing healthy snacks, sounding out tough words, or simply showing up with 

a smile, their steady presence helps children grow. Their support inspires our 

kids every day—and is vital to everything we do.

7,434

Volunteer Hours
Total by Year

Volunteers
Total by Year

Volunteer Summary
Years 2024-2025
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3347

156

20

Adam Good

Shining Bright: Kim Lee's Impact

Kim Lee, a Customer Success Manager at Safeway, has been a devoted 

volunteer and supporter of Children of the Valley for many years. In 2025, 

Kim went above and beyond by generously dedicating over 100 volunteer 

hours to our program. Through a partnership with the Safeway Foundation, 

she also contributed $10,000 to support our mission. Kim also personally 

gi�ed every child in our program a cozy blanket and a storybook during our 

annual Giving Tree, making the season brighter for the children we serve.

Gloria Roy &  
Maria Perales-Perez

Fabiola Hernandez

Snack Preparers 

Retired Mount Vernon 

School District employees

Academic Mentor 

Mechanical Engineer at 

Sedron Technologies 

Enrichment & Academic Support 

Middle schooler & 

 former COV student

60 Hours 53 Hours 395 Hours
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Alumni Look How They've Grown

The seeds we plant at Children of the Valley continue to flourish long a�er 

students leave our program. Our alumni carry the confidence, values, and 

resilience they cultivated here into high school, college, careers, and beyond. 

On this page, you’ll meet three former students whose journeys reflect the 

lasting impact of love, guidance, and consistent support—and remind us that 

when children are nurtured, communities grow stronger.

•	 Attended COV from 2nd 

through 5th grade.

•	 Graduate of Mount Vernon  

High School 

•	 Earned Associates from 

Skagit Valley College

•	 Pursuing a B.A. in Accounting 

at Seattle Pacific University

Jessica Leal-Garcia

COV is more than just academic 

support. It gives kids a sense of 

community, a safe space to grow, 

and the chance to meet others 

who share similar experiences. 

The sta� and volunteers 

were always welcoming and 

genuinely cared. It made a huge 

impact on me.

“

•	 Attended COV from 2nd 

through 5th grade.

•	 Graduate of Mount Vernon  

High School 

•	 Studying Dental Hygiene at 

Bellingham Technical College

   My Journey with Children of the Valley

 

When you attended COV and what brought you to the program?

Some of my favorite memories from COV include:

Jathzy Cervantes

Jathzy Cervantes

Even now, I carry the lessons I 

learned from COV. I’m no longer 

the shy, quiet child who was 

afraid to speak up. Because 

of COV, I know how to express 

myself, ask for help, and connect 

with others. It gave me a 

foundation I still build on today.

“

•	 Attended COV from 3rd 

through 6th grade.  

•	 Graduate of Mount 

Vernon High School and 

Skagit Valley College

•	 Site Coordinator at 

Children of the Valley

Cassandra Diaz

I remember Flora and the other 

sta� here giving me a graduation 

gown and cap. They took my 

picture with my graduation year. 

I still have it to this day hanging 

on my wall. That little girl—if 

she could see me today, she’d be 

really proud of me.

“
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Priority 1:  

Fiscal Sustainability

Diversify funding to sustain site expansion 

and program fidelity.

Goal: Increase our number of monthly 

donors. 

We grew our community of monthly 

donors by 11% this year, strengthening the 

steady foundation that sustains our work 

year-round.

Goal: Expand our Leadership Circle.

This year, we are introducing a second 

Leadership Circle tier, making it easier for 

more organizations to join in sustaining 

our mission.

Goal: Raise awareness of program needs 

to attract new financial support.

This fall, we are launching our first-ever 

capital campaign to strengthen our 

foundation for years to come. 

Priority 2:  

Middle School Support

Expand vertically by developing a middle 

school component for student retention 

and academic success.

Goal: Create support services for COV 

students moving on to middle school.

In January 2025, we launched our Middle 

School Bike Club in partnership with 

Cascade Bicycle Club.

Goal: Engage COV graduates to continue 

their connection to COV through 

volunteering.

The number of COV graduate volunteers 

is steadily increasing. We now also o�er 

monthly volunteer workshops to help 

prepare youth for entering the workforce.

New Goal: Establish alumni group.

We are exploring ways to keep alumni of 

all ages connected to COV and each other.

Priority 3:  

Program Fidelity

Ensure that COV’s mission and program 

integrity are maintained at each site and in 

each classroom.

Goal: Create systems to gather data 

and monitor student progression on 

Cornerstones of Care.

In partnership with local school 

districts, we are tracking attendance 

rates and academic growth, while also 

implementing new systems to measure 

family support, social-emotional learning, 

and enrichment outcomes.

Goal: Provide infrastructure support to 

maintain program quality.

We continue to invest in sta�ing, training, 

and systems to ensure that every site 

delivers the same compassionate, whole-

child support that defines COV.

Strategic Plan 2023-2028: From Seeds to Blooms  

With locations in Mount Vernon, Sedro-Woolley, and Burlington, 

Children of the Valley has planted strong roots in the community. 

To guide our next chapter of growth, the Board of Directors 

created a five-year strategic plan to strengthen and expand 

operations. The need is clear—waiting lists are growing and 

community voices a�irm the importance of our work. In 

response, the Board identified three priorities to guide our path 

from seeds of hope to lasting impact.

CHILDREN OF THE VALLEY  IMPACT REPORT 202515
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Financial Overview

The Roots of Our Impact

Thanks to the generous contributions of individuals, 

foundations, corporations, and grants, COV continues 

to grow strong roots in our community. Because of 

this support, children and families access our program 

completely free of charge.

It costs about $5,000 per child per year to operate our 

program—an investment that provides so much more than 

academics. Each dollar helps nurture children’s potential 

through safe care, enrichment activities, mentorship, 

family support, and opportunities that open doors for 

their futures.

The True Value of Care

Families in our community would face enormous costs 

if programs like COV didn’t exist. 

•	 A�er-school programs cost families on average 

$97.80 per week per child.

•	 Tutoring can start at $6,000 per school year, o�en 

for just one hour per day.

•	 And even at those costs, families would still lack the 

nutritious snacks, field trips, daily mentorship, and 

whole-child support that COV provides.

8%

45%

Deep Roots of Support:  

2024–2025 Funding Sources

Revenue Breakdown

47%

In-kind Donations  

& Support: $86,441

Individual Donations 

& Fundraisers: $500,210

Grants, State, & Local 

Contracts: $481,019

400K200K0 600K 800K 1M

Revenue & Expenses

Growing Stronger Year Over Year

Total Revenue

2023-2024       $814,561

2024-2025       $1,067,670

Total Expenses 

2023-2024       $876,640

2024-2025       $1,050,871

400K200K0 600K 800K 1M

Our talented and compassionate sta� help 

create the “village” every child deserves.

Data from OSPI and A�erschool Alliance; figures are approximate.

CHILDREN OF THE VALLEY  IMPACT REPORT 202516
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Leadership Circle

Thank You!

Our Leadership Circle is made up of businesses, 

foundations, and organizations dedicated to nurturing the 

growth of our community’s most under-resourced children. 

These donors provide deep, enduring roots that sustain 

our mission, ensuring generations of children can grow 

strong, thrive, and flourish.

Organizations that have given financial or in-kind support of $10k or more in the past fiscal year.

Join the Leadership Circle

Help lay the foundation for a brighter future. 

To learn more, contact our Executive Director, 

Flora Lucatero, at flora@covmv.org.

Organizations that have made a 3-year 

commitment to give $25k or more per year.

“

“As both a parent and a business owner in Skagit 

County, I believe in investing where it matters most—

our kids. Partnering with Children of the Valley through 

the Leadership Circle is a way to open doors, nurture 

big dreams, and help every child know they belong."

—Lizzy Millenaar, Owner, Baylii Branding
17
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Donor Recognition

Rainmakers   Faithful and consistent, our recurring donors nurture steady growth all 

year long, ensuring children receive ongoing care and opportunity.

Wilbur & Sylvia Anderson

Beth & Luke Baeslack

Lynn Beebe

Jon & Carol Beima

Kenny & Jenny Bergsma

Rick & Cathy Best

Paul & Mary Bianchini

Dennis & Melissa Boe

Dan & Anne Booker

Brian & Brooke Boon

Don & Louise Bottles

Jacque Chase

Bill & Karolyn Cheney

James Coldwell

Gabrielle Conatore

Mary Ellen Copner

Ted & Cindy Cummings

Andrea Dana

Trudi Davis

Justin & Kylee Dowe

Clyde Duranceau

Gary & Wendy Duranceau

Robert & Marilee Erickson

Carlos Flores

Arthur and Francisca 
Gallegos

Gregorio & Erica Gaona 
Guillen

Ariana Garcia-Cesario

John & Denise Hanstad

Steven Heathers

Susana Hesser-Galaz

Rogene Hingston

Stephanie & Matthew 
Howell

Pamela Hoyle

Everett and Elizabeth Hu�

Lauren Jansen

Katie Johnson

Steven & Robyn Johnson

Kelly Joy

Tom and Jacquelynn Karsh

Bryan & Kathryn Kay

Cory & Michelle Kiehn

Heidi Kjos

Kim Lee

Rafael & Flora Lucatero

John & Rebekah Lutgen

Josh & Krissa Maxwell

Darren & Renata Maybruck

Scott & Anne Mennella 
Sidbury

Tristin Mihelich

Beth Ashley & Mike Moe

Annie Miller

James & Donna Minahan

Natividad Montar

Tom & Debbie Moser

Molly Mowat

Steve & Kristin Mowat

Amy & Alan Muia

Alana Nelson

Dwight and Kathy Nelson

Mary Nolte

Richard & Myra O'neil

Marguerite & Joshua Paul

Peggy Paxton

Christopher & Mary 
Elizabeth Pearson

Dan & Kathleen Petrzelka

Jennifer Pitner

Colby & Sinead Plagge

Donald & Judith Robinson 
Lorenzo & Jessica 
Rodriguez

Rachael Rodriguez

Rita Ordonez & Ron Farrell

Jack & Gloria Roy

Lisa Sakuma

Veronica Sanchez Flores

Peter & Michelle Sanderson

Nancy Sathrum

Darla Sicklesteel

Dylan Sicklesteel

Margaret Simpson

Pat Smith

Brad & Karissa Sokol

Christina Sprouse

Tina Story

Erwin & Kathy Stroosma

Quientin & Tami Sutter 
Stephanie (Heather) 
Swenson

Magaly Torres

Debbie & Larry Torseth

Karen Tran-stead

Roger & Pam Valentine

Gene and Pam Van Selus

Nestor & Valori Vargas

Bonnie & Pete Verge

Christopher Villa

Estevan & Monica Vivanco

Eric and Carol Watilo

Dave & Barb Weymouth

Debra Willer

Sheena Wilson

L Sloane Winkes

Vickie Winters

Matt & Celicia Yeoman

Robert Zwick

Skagit Valley Eagles 3242 

Cultivators   Our corporate donors and community partners help cultivate opportunity, 

providing resources that nurture young lives and strengthen our community.

Alaska Airlines

Andy's 5-Star Flooring

Avalon Links

Base By Pros

Baylii Branding

Bayside Specilities

Bee Merry Farm 

Bella Soul Spa

Bellingham Bells

Bellingham Cold Storage

Bethany Covenant Church

Big Foot Java

Birdsign Consulting

Blackburn Gardens 

bLoom Floral

Blue Lake Property 
Management

Burlington Chamber of 
Commerce

Burlington-Edison School 
District

Burlington Lutheran 
Church

Burlington Public Library

BYK Construction

Celtic Arts Foundation

Central Elementary Sta�

Central Skagit Library

Children's Museum Skagit

Coach Factory Outlet

COA Mexican Eatery

Cob & Cork 

Coconut Kenny's

Compass to Campus

Consejo Counseling and 
Referral Service

Conway School District

Cousins Lawn Care

Danny's Yacht Services LLC

DentAll 

Deysi Dominuez Baile 
Foklorico

Dimensional 
Communications

DNA Designs

Dr. J's Babershop

Drain Rangers

Edward Jones-William 
Goodman

Elevated Beauty by Brenda

Enjoy the Party

Envy Salon

Evergreen Elementary Sta�

Faded by Ed

Fidalgo Co�ee 

Field of Beans 

Field Sweet

Finishing Touch by Enid 

Fir Island Cakery

Fisher Construction Group

Foundation for Academic 
Endeavors

From the Farm

Gamble Sands

Global Credit Union

Great Clips

Haggen

Harriet Rowley Elementary 
Sta�

Helping Hands Food Bank

Heritage Bank

Hoop for the Valley

Il Granaio

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church

Indulge Bakery

Jack & Shirley McIntyre 
Foundation

John Piazza Jr 
Construction & 
Remodeling, Inc.

Kelly Clare Photography

La Catrina

La Conner Channel Lodge

Labor and Industries

Legg & Watne CPAS

Lithtex Northwest

Little Mountain Elementary 
Sta�

Lopez Island Creamery

Lorenzo's Resturant

Louis Auto Glass Mount 
Vernon

Madison Elementary Sta�

Maestros Para el Pueblo

Marathon

Mariachi Cardenales

Megan O'bryan Real Estate

Memorable Decor & More-
Maria Zendejas

Mount Vernon Chamber of 
Commerce

Mount Vernon City Library

Mount Vernon Conway 
Youth Baseball

Mount Vernon Pitbulls

Mount Vernon Police 
Department

Mount Vernon School 
District

Museum of Northwest Art

MV Hope Coalition

North Coast Credit Union

North Puget Sound 
Association Of Realtors

OSPI-State of Washington

Pave Jewelry

PeaceHealth

Pegasus Pie

Picked on Peacock

PNW Rain 

Polanco Family

Poppy Starts 

Puget Sound Energy

Railroad Pub and Pizza

Rallye Auto Sales

Red Barn Art Studio

Riverside Health Club

Safeway Mount Vernon

Salazar Family

Salazar Nursery

Salem Lutheran Church

Savi Powered by 
Harborstone Credit Union

Schuh Farms 

Scouts of America

Seattle Aquarium

Seattle Storm

Sedro-Woolley Rise

Sedro-Woolley School 
District

Semiahmoo Resort-
Columbia Hospitality

Silver Cloud Hotel

Skagit Acres

Skagit BigFoot Fest

Skagit Cycle

Skagit Fellowship

Skagit Gleaners

Skagit Landscape

Skagit Lawncare

Skagit Regional Health

Skagit Symphony 

Skagit Valley College

Skagit Valley College Men's 
& Women's Basketball

Skagit Valley Family YMCA

Skagit Valley Larder 

Skagit Valley Tennis 
Association

SNAP-ED Program

Sound Cedar Lumber 

Spero Salon & Spa

St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
of Mt. Vernon

Stanwood Cupcakes

Stowes Shoes & Clothing

SuperFast Tax

Superfast Tax MV-William 
Thompson

Swinomish Casino and 
Lodge

Tacos Tepozteco

Team Jerome

Terramar Brewstillery

The Blackbaud Giving Fund

The Co�ee Barn

The Drain Doctor

The Drain Doctors

The Salish Sea School

The Skagit Table

Toomey & Toomey CPAS

Trillium Finch

UFCW Local 3000

UW Athletics

Vivanco Family

Washington Elementary 
Sta�

Washington Vocational 
Services

Water & Wastewater 
Services

Wells Nursery

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church

Whidbey Island Bagels

White Wolf Woodwork LLC-
Jim Coldwell

Woodland Park Zoo

WSDOT

Artists

Andi Shannon

Angel Flores

Ben Mann

Charlotte Slade Decker

Dee Doyle

Ivan Colin

Jennifer Bowman

Judy Bishop

Katie Walton

Margaret Horak

Nicolette Harrington

Pamela Good

Simme Bobrosky

Susan Bloomfield

Tia Whitney Kurtz

Groundbreakers   These grants and foundations have enriched the soil of our programs, 

providing essential resources that help children’s potential take root and bloom.

The Albertsons Companies 
Foundation

Boeing Employees Credit 
Union 

Boeing Everett Delivery 
Center Operations Support

Cascade Bicycle Club

Ferguson Foundation

HF Sinclair 

Jerry H Walton Foundation 

Nordstrom/Seifert Family 
Foundation 

Puget Sound Energy 
Foundation

Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation

Skagit Community 
Foundation

Skagit Valley Food Co-Op

Soroptimist International 
of Anacortes

Soroptimist International 
of Burlington

Starbucks Foundation 

The Norcli�e Foundation

 

The Powell Family Rev 
Trust 

Tucker Family Foundation

Whatcom Educational 
Credit Union 

Thank you to the individuals, churches, businesses, grants, and foundations whose generosity sustains Children of the Valley. These 

contributions allow us to continue providing vital services and support to our community's under-resourced children and their families.
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Wildflowers   Thoughtful one-time gi�s arrive like wildflowers in bloom—

adding bursts of hope, joy, and color to our growing community.

Adriana Tarango & Abel 
Castillo

Jorge & Cynthia Aguirre

Rosie Alves

Shelley Amarillas

Tyler & Veronica Amaya

Don & Kathy Andersen

Melissa Anderson

Je�rey & Jessie Anderson

Tanya Arellano

Glenn & Kristen Ash

Sarah L Ashbrook

Robert & Kerry Ashby

Israel & Sonia Avendano

Shelly Bannister

Zach & Adele Barborinas

Liborio Barrera

Elizabeth Bartlett

Anne Basye

Rachel Benner

Eric Bennett

Dan Berard

Bradley & Roxi Bergfalk

Susan Bergman

Alicia Berk-Sohn

Boyd & Ginny Bode

Allison & Je� Boon

Patricia Born

Thomas & Lesha Boucher

Sharon Bowen

Rachel Bowers

Travis Boyd

Rita Brautigam

Scott & Laura Breckenridge

Je� Brown

Allen Brown

Kurt & Janice Buchanan

LuAnn Burkhart

Chris Cammock

Shaun Cammock

Bonnie Campbell

Lucile Campbell Wells

Iris Carias

Elsie Carlson

Philip & Pearl Carlson

Alex & Marie Carlson

Juniper Carpenter

Margaret Cartwright

Jacque Castellanos

Rocio Castillo-Foell

Herald & Dyan Catlin

Corey & Sunny Catubo

Daniela Cejas Dias

Mary Celia

Yadyra Cervantes

James & Kathryn 
Chambers

Jerome & Celia Chandler

Jim & Stacy Chapin

Erin & Lennart Charles 
Bensten

Jacque Chase

Joan Chittick

Larry Clark

James & Carmen Claus

Carolyn Conner

Olivia Cornwell

Susan Correia

Ree Coslor

Sofia Cotrina

Jennifer Covey

Jordan Crim

Alfred Currier

Morgan Curry

Larry & Leahe D'Arienzo 
Swayze

Cat D'Avignon

Barbara Dahlstedt

Jimmie & Julia Davenport

Yasmeen Davila

Ken & Pam Davis

Susie Devries

Cassandra Diaz

Diana Diaz Castaneda

Peter Donovan

Dick & Carol Du�y

Andrew Dugan

Kenneth & Sarah Duncan

Brenna Duranceau

Justin Duranceau

Rebecca Duranceau

Vanessa Echavez

Lacy Edwards

Robert Eleved

Gustavo & Marisela 
Espinoza

Dale & Chelsea Etter

Ambralee Faisy

Marilyn Favor

Sarah Ferris

Terry & Nancy Flajole

Angel Flores

George & Stephanie Flores

Randi & Dale Freidig

Friends of COV*

Andre Frondozo

Ronald & Linda Frydenlund

Julio Gaona

Guadalupe Garduno

Sonia Garza

Lizabeth Gonzalez

Selena Gonzalez

Joselyn Gonzalez-Huerta

Adam & Nessie Good

Rich Good

William & Emelie Goodman

Kerri Grechishkin

Kathleen Greiner

Ellie Guildnes

Alexis Hager

Andrew Haile

Paul M Halgren, DDS

Frank & Lynn Handy

James & Nancy Hansen

Clayton & Carol Hatch

Marcela Heubel

Dawn Hill

Jim & Kristen Hobbs

Jeremy Hoenshell

Chris Hoke

Carmel Holmberg

Brandon & Jessica Hoover

Eric Hope

Debbie Hopkins

Ray & Margaret Horak

Scott Horton

Bonnie Howe

Carl & Jeri Lynn Howell

Naomi Hoyle

Everett & Elizabeth Hu�

Thomas & Amy Hughes

Mahlon & Laura Hull

David & Ronna Husby

Juan & Liliana Ibarra

Brian Isakson

Brianna Jacobs

Mark & Jeanne Johnson

Chris & Tina Johnston

Claudia Avendano-Ibarra & 
Jonathan Gutierrez

Eugene Kahn

Jose Roques & Katie 
Walton

Bryan & Kathryn Kay

Dean & Leslie Kayler

Bethany Kelley

Jeremy Kindlund

Dave & Janel Kinney

Sol & Erin Kohlhaas

Ronald & Patricia 
Kostanich

Scott & Lisa Lane

Je� & Shelly Langness

Melissa Lantis

Kathy & Mark Larson

Jessica Leal

Andrew Lee

Felix Legaria

Judy Lewis

Kristie Lindsay

Brian & Shannon Lloyd

Bailey Lowe

Rick & Vicki Lund

Mo Lyden

Keith & Joan Magee

Andy Manson

Darren Lee & Marcelyene 
Olson

Mike Marken

Andrew Marker

Craig & Kristine Marsh

Martha Martinez

Marco & Kelsi Martinez

Yaritza Martinez-Santacruz

Tim & Nicole Martinson

Sally Massoth

Andy Mayer

Kathryn McNeill

Kay McPherson

Marcelina Mendoza

Matt & Ashleigh Moe

Oscar Montenegro

Elizabeth Moore

Steve & Kristin Mowat

Angela Napoliello- Ivory

Larry & Donna Nelson

Mike Nemnich

Jordanne Nevin

Anahi Nieblas Guzman

Cindi Nutter

Kate O'Brien

Johana Ocampo-Becerra

Jessica Olson

Kati Ortiz

Stephanie Ortiz

Kali Ortiz

Larry Otos

Kevin Paul

Ariel Paulenich

Mark Pearson

Marshall & Joan Pederson

Diana Peregrina

Patricia Peregrine

Veronica Marie Perez

Pedro & Maria Perez

Kathleen Peterson

Morgen Phillips

Troy Philp

John & Kim Piazza Jr

Dwayne & Candy 
Plagerman

Antonio & Ofelia Polanco

Enrique Ponce

Celia Ponce Sanchez

Julia Pugh

Jarron Quarles

Roger & Wendy Ragusa

Eustolia Ramirez

Maura Ramirez

Danny Ramirez

Víctor Vergara & Lola 
Ramos Vergara

Rachel & Tammy Reim-
Ledbetter

Jeremy Reynolds

Scott & Martha Rhodes

Sally Richendrfer

Dustin & Erika Rindal

Anne Robinson

Kathy Roche-Zuko

Viridiana Rodriguez

Natalia Rodriguez

Jareth Rodriguez

Jose & Sarah Rodriguez

Piero Rodriguez

Celina Rodriguez

Brandon & Krista Roozen

Yadira Rosales

Jason & Benita Rozema

Sharon Sackett

Ryan & Yolanda Sakuma

Lisa Sakuma

Delfino Salazar

Jonathan Salazar

Roberto & Emy Salazar

Thaleia Salazar

Anthony & Marian Sanchez

Jerry Sanchez

Cris & Courtney Sanchez

Monica Sauno

Dale & Carol Schlack

Laura Schnider

Rick & Nicole Schoentrup

Andy & Bonnie Schuh

Mike Schweigert

Julie Scott

Cory Sevin

Sara Seward

Heather Shand

Chloe Sherpe

Juanita Silva

Alison Skjei

John & Anita Smith

Dave & Eve Smith

Tony & Kim Smith

Steve & Amy Soule

Rachael Sparwasser

Phyllis Stern

Je� & Stacy Stewart

Courtney Stillman

Rocky & Kristina Storm

Tina Story

Jim & Deb Stroh

Sven & Deidre Stroosma

Karen Talbert

Kenneth & Linda Taylor

William & Natalya 
Thompson

Hannah Thompson

Garry & Judith Thompson

Jenny Thor

Chelsea Thornton

Rhonda Tingley

Steve & Holly Tobiason

Laurence & Debbie Torseth

Gil & Anne Traylor

Laura Valencia

Gene & Pam Van Selus

Brianna Vandenbrink

Rebecca VanderStoep

Ivan & Bonita Vanduyn

Beth VanPutten

Adrian & Liz Vasquez

Manuel Vera Alvarado

Ken & Karen Wagner

Sam Walters

Donald Wick

Angie Williams

Dianne Williamson

Loren & Carolyn 
Wohlgemuth

Jo Wolfe

Sue Wolfe

David & Anna Wolfson

Leanne & Paul 
Woodmansee

Dawn Worley

Donald & Margo Wortham

Troy & Angie Wright

Dallas & Darlene Wylie

Mike & Marlene Yeoman

Brandon & Ashley Young

Michael & Jeanne 
Youngquist

Pamela Youngsman

Flor Zamorano

Perennials   These heartfelt gi�s are planted in honor of loved ones—those who inspire us or 

whose memory continues to shine brightly. 

In memory of Tony Ruiz 
Lorenzo & Jessica Rodriguez 
Jack & Gloria Roy 
Rafael & Flora Lucatero 
Pedro & Maria Perez 
Children of the Valley Board of Directors 
Frank & Lynn Handy

In memory of Kay Heathers  
Nancy Sathrum

In memory of Jane Stone  
Jane Ellen Floodeen

In memory of Dane Jacobs 
Rafael & Flora Lucatero 
Brad & Karissa Sokol 
Brandon & Jessica Hoover 
Pedro & Maria Perez 
Lorenzo & Jessica Rodriguez 
Children of the Valley Board of Directors

In memory of Marilyn Floodeen  
Jane Ellen Floodeen

In memory of Gretchen Caldwell 
Aaron & Julee Bradshaw

On behalf of Olga Will 
North Coast Credit Union

In honor of Beth Ashley 
Stacy Thomas

In honor of the Washington Site Sta� 
Melissa Lantis

In honor of Kim Lee 
Melissa Anderson

In honor of David & Linda Dennis 
Kathy and Mark Larson

In honor of Flora Lucatero 
Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce

In honor of Bob from Bethany Covenant 
Church 
Elizabeth Bartlett

In honor of Kathy and Mark Larson 
Janet Malseed

 
*Friends of COV represents anonymous donors who wish to remain unnamed. We are deeply grateful for their generous support.
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1318 South 18th Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Children of the Valley is a federally-recognized 501C3,  

all donations are tax-deductible. Tax ID: 26-2867395

Volunteer

From hands-on reading to 

preparing snacks, there’s a 

role for everyone. Your time 

helps nurture children and 

strengthen our community.

Apply at  

covmv.org/volunteer

Donate

Your gi�s fuel growth. 

Children of the Valley is a 

federally-recognized 501(c)

(3); all donations are  

tax-deductible.

Donate at  

covmv.org/donate

Planned Gi�

Ensure future generations 

have equitable access to 

education by including COV 

in your estate planning. 

Call us at 

(360) 982-2399

Tell a Friend

Join us in spreading the  

word about our program 

and the impact we are 

committed to making!

 

Follow us 

@covskagit

Nov 1, 2025 – DNA Los Muertos 

Community Fun Run

Nov 10, 2025 – Giving Tree 

Sponsor a family for the holidays!

Get Involved:

Grow 
With Us

Dec 2, 2025 – Giving Tuesday 

Apr 24, 2026 – Art Auction & Dinner 

Summer 2026 – Andy’s 5 Star 

Golf Tournament
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